WINCHESTER

not eclipsed, thanks to two men, St. Swithin and Alfred the
Great, Swithin, who had been tutor to the princes of the
HoUsse of Wessex, became Prior of the Monastery of Winches-
ter and subsequently Bishop of the diocese. It was his fore-
sight in building a wall of flint rubble round the monastery
which saved it from the Danes, while his learning laid the foun-
dations of a school which, fostered by Ins pupil Alfred, was
famous for its beautiful illuminated manuscripts. Such was
the humility of St. Swithin that he asked to be buried, not in
the Cathedral, but in the open where men might walk over his
head and the rains of heaven might fall upon him. His wish
was respected until after his canonisation, when his body was
moved to a shrine in the Cathedral, where it was the object of
pilgrimage throughout the Middle Ages.

But Winchester is known above all as the City of Alfred*
Here he was crowned in 871 at the age of 22 ; here, after his
wars with the Danes were triumphantly ended, he spent the
rest of his life in his palace of Wolvcsey ; here he planned the
fleet which was to protect the coast of England ; here the
Codex Wintoniensis was compiled and the Anglo-Saxon
Chronicle written ; and here in 901 he died and was buried
in the old Minster* The New Minster, planned by Alfred, was
built by his son, Edward the Elder, who interred his father's
remains there, to be moved again 200 years later to Hyde
Abbey, where they were lost at the Dissolution of the Monas-
teries* The building of the New Minster was accompanied by
a period of vigorous monastic reform under Bishop Athelwold,
appointed by St Dunstan. There is a story that the new
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